Invasive Weeds to Recognize, Watch for, and Help

Control, that Threaten Traditional Lands that are
important to the Snoqualmie People

Non-native invasive plant species are
threatening critical river, stream, wetland
and upland forest ecosystems in the
Snoqualmie and Sammamish River
watersheds. These weed species have
adapted to our local climate allowing them to
rapidly grow and flourish, displacing
indigenous plant communities and degrading
fish and wildlife habitat within our traditional
hunting and gathering areas throughout
Puget Sound.

Please help us prevent and stop these
aggressive weeds from damaging our cultural
traditions and sacred places.

To learn more about how to manage the
weeds shown on the following pages, visit:
www.kingcounty.gov/services/
Environment/animals-and-plants/noxious-
weeds.aspx or, email or call:
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English Holly

(llex aquifolium)

Knotweed
(Polygonum species)

English lvy
(Hedera helix)

English Holly is planted as an

ornamental and is now growing and shaped

These bamboo-like plants with heart-

leaves are non-native

English Ivy is a woody evergreen
perennial. It can kill understory and

competing with native vegetation in our
forests. It is a large, dense evergreen
tree or shrub, 15 to 50 ft. tall and up to
15 ft. wide. The berries and seeds are
consumed and spread by birds and then
germinate in the forest. Digging out
plants, or, herbicide treatment are
common successful methods of control.

ornamentals that grow 5-12 ft. tall.
Knotweed often forms stands on river
banks  that outcompete native
vegetation and generally degrade
wildlife habitat. It spreads by rhizomes,
seeds, and rooting from pieces of stem.
Dig out small patches, or use a herbicide
on large infestations. Do not plant.

overstory trees by smothering and
shading them out. Plants can successfully
be pulled by hand or dug out. In the case
of plants climbing on trees, vines can be
cut near the base of the tree to kill the lvy
growing on the tree. Cut, dig, and remove
ivy growing for several feet around trunk.
Monitor for regrowth.

Scotch Broom

Reed canarygrass
(Phalaris arundinacea)

(Cytisus scoparius)

This aggressive 6-12 ft. perennial
shrub crowds out native plants and young trees through its
abundant seed production. Scotch Broom’s bright yellow pea-
like flowers are seen blooming along roads and power lines.
Seeds are toxic to livestock and horses. Hand pull smaller
plants; larger plants can be cut at base or pulled with a weed
wrench. Herbicide is effective.

Reed canarygrass is a tall wetland grass that forms dense,
single-species stands. It grows 3-6 ft. tall and has sturdy, often
hollow stems up to % inch wide, with some reddish coloring
near the top. The leaves are flat, hairless and wide. It chokes
out streams and ditches, increasing flooding and impeding
movement of fish. Used at times for livestock forage in wet
pastures, but can sometimes cause indigestion and possible
illness. Herbicide treatment is effective in control. Do not plant.




Butterfly Bush
(Buddleja davidii)

Tansy Ragwort

(Senecio jacobaea)

Initially planted as an ornamental,
butterfly bush now forms dense thickets
along river banks that crowd out forest
development. It can reach 15 ft. in
height with showy purple flowers. This
shrub is difficult to control and will
produce seeds in its first year. Plants can
dug out or pulled by hand or by weed
wrench. Large plants can be cut at the
ground. Monitor for regrowth.

Tansy ragwort is an invasive, toxic,
biennial weed from Europe, most often
found in pastures and along roads and
trails. The plant has ruffled leaves and
after two years, presents flowers that are
yellow and daisy-like. Although animals
tend to avoid it, they may eat enough of it
to become ill and even die. Wear gloves to
dig or hand pull when ground is moist. Bag
and dispose in garbage. Herbicides are
also effective.

Orange hawkweed is a prolific seed
producer and has many long rhizomes
and slender, leafy stolons (above ground
runners) at the base of the plant. It has a
cluster of basal leaves which are hairy
and have a white sap when broken.
Orange hawkweed can flower from early
spring through summer. Flowers have
orange petals; buds have dark hairs.
Digging out plants before seeding and
herbicides are effective in control.

Himalayan Blackberry
(Rubus armeniacus)

Evergreen Blackberry
(Rubus laciniatus)

This blackberry species is a persistent noxious weed that
aggressively spreads and has negative impacts to native plants,
wildlife, livestock and human use of areas. This perennial shrub
has evergreen stems with stiff thorns. It can grow more than
13 feet tall. Himalayan blackberry is found in a variety of
environments, often found along roadsides, riverbanks, and
other disturbed areas. Repeated grubbing out roots and plants,
or herbicide treatment are effective control methods.

Evergreen blackberry is a European species of blackberry that is
highly invasive and difficult to control. Originally introduced for
fruit production, it is now naturalized and widespread
throughout the Pacific Northwest. They are easy to spot by
their large, vigorous, thicket-forming growth and sharp thorns
covering the stems. Evergreen blackberry is less common than
Himalayan blackberry, but it is managed in a similar way.




WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY @ EXTENSION

2606 West Pioneer
Puyallup, WA 98371-4998

Nonnative Noxious Weed Identification Inside
For the Snoqualmie Tribal and Neighboring Areas



