
Steelhead Trout 
Onchorhynchus mykiss 

Chinook 
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha  

Chum 
Oncorhynchus keta 

Fishes of the Lower 

Snoqualmie 

Chinook, also known as King salmon as they are 

the largest of the salmon. Like all salmon, they 

spend most of their lives growing in the ocean but 

spawn once in rivers where they then die. They 

have blue green heads, silver on the sides, and 

black mouths. Males also have distinctive hooked 

noses. 

Chum salmon have the additional names Dog , Keta, 

and Calico. Unlike chinook and coho, chum as juve-

niles head straight to sea. When returning to the riv-

ers, chum get vertical stripes in black, red, green, or 

purple. They are the second largest salmon species. 

Steelhead are silvery or brassy in color. They are 

the same species as cutthroat  but steelhead travel 

to the ocean and are therefore usually larger. 

Though they are a trout, they are closely related to 

salmon. Unlike salmon, steelhead can spawn multi-

ple times. 

Coho 
Onchorhynchus kisutch 

Coho are also known by the name Silver.  While in 

the ocean they tend to stay in coastal areas more 

than other salmon. They have dark metallic blue 

to green backs and silvery sides in the ocean. 

When they return to spawn in the rivers coho be-

come a dark reddish maroon color along the sides 

with bright green on their head and backs. 

Salmon and related trout play an important role in our local rivers. They bring nutrients from 

the ocean which feed the streams, forests, and wildlife creating a more vibrant ecosystem. 

 For more information about our local 

fish contact:  

 

Julie K. Lewis 

Water Quality Program Assistant 

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe 

Environmental & Natural Resources Dept. 

425-505-3351 

julie.lewis@snoqualmietribe.us 


