
Brook Trout 

Salvelinus fontinalis  

Rainbow Trout 

Oncorhynchus mykiss 

Mountain Whitefish 

Prosopium williamsoni  

Fishes of the Upper 

Snoqualmie 

Rainbow trout live in our rivers and streams and 

get their name from their beautiful colors that 

range from brown to dark blue but all have a pink-

ish band and a light underside. Rainbow trout and 

steelhead are the same species but rainbow trout 

never travel to the ocean. Rainbow trout are also 

related to salmon. 

This fish gets its name from its prominent silvery 

coloration.  They have small down turned mouths 

that are perfect for vacuuming up bugs on the 

stream bed. Their presence in streams boosts trout 

populations by providing food. 

Brook trout is an introduced species that competes 

with our local fish. They have olive green bodies 

with  yellow spots and red spots that have blue ha-

los around them.  Unlike salmon and their related 

trout,  brook trout have light spots on a dark body. 

Cutthroat Trout 

Oncorhynchus clarkii  

Cutthroat trout are silvery to brassy in color. They 

are very similar to rainbow trout but have red 

slashes under their jaw, hence their name. There 

are many subspecies of cutthroat trout. To help 

avoid competition, cutthroat often choose to 

spawn in areas other fish don’t use.  
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Snoqualmie Falls with its 268 foot drop is a natural barrier to salmon but other important resi-

dent fish still live above the falls contributing to a rich ecosystem. 

 For more information about our local 

fish contact:  

 

Julie K. Lewis 

Water Quality Program Assistant 

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe  

Environmental & Natural Resources Dept. 

Work 425-505-3351 

julie.lewis@snoqualmietribe.us 


